interest, based as it is on the writings of Quintus Serenus, Pseudo-Apuleius and Sextus Placitus. But there are several unusual items rarely encountered elsewhere, such as the fascinating ceremonies for the cure of falling-sickness, for counteracting spells cast on people by means of wax images, and for preventing mice from destroying the grain harvest. On the whole the editor has treated the text with meticulous care and prodigious industry, but there are a number of places where more accuracy and attempts at emendation would have been desirable. What, for instance, do diu sapen (p. 108), elevictus, eregarium, cappalatas and caba licit mean? Since most of the text is written in intelligible Latin, one suspects that the transcription is at fault. This is
The cultural dimensions of science are now widely acknowledged, although there are still many social scientists and historians of ideas who do not recognize them. In order to illustrate them a variety of approaches are required and those employed here are but a part of the total number. Only by this method can the wide and complex canvas be tackled, for the object of the approach is to understand the various roles played by natural knowledge in different cultures and periods. The common link between the contributors is the use of the comparative method in their historical studies of natural knowledge, and it is fascinating, for example, to learn from the reception of western science by the non-western cultures. Each presents a scholarly article, adequately researched and annotated; unfortunately there is no index.
The editors and their collaborators deserve high praise for an excellent book that contributes importantly to an essential, yet under-studied, aspect of the history of science and medicine. Others may be inspired by it to tackle other aspects of a very large problem.
